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that in 922, when the events recorded in the extract took place,
he was seventy (lunar) years old. His great-grandfather, the
Amir Izdomir 'Umari Nasiri, known as the Khazindar, after
having been Amir Silah, was made by the Sultan Sha'ban
viceroy of Tripoli.1 Presently he was transferred to Halab,
and in 768 recalled and again made Amir Silah.2 He was
imprisoned for a time during an emeute in Cairo, but was
released and appointed governor of Damascus, but died
before he could start in 771.3 This person had originally been
a slave, and sold by the same merchant as the Amir Shaikho,
whom he succeeded as Amir Silah in 757. Of his nisbato
Nasiri is likely to refer to the Sultan of that name, and Saifi
to his son the Sultan Saif al-dln; he was then a Circassian
slave, purchased by the first of these sovereigns and
manumitted by the second. Ibn lyas appears to say nothing
of his father or grandfather, but mentions that his sister
was married to one Kurkmas, an Amir Akhur of the fourth
class, who was called 'Ala% and died in battle in the year
877,3 He names among his shaikhs the famous polygraph,
Jalal al-din Suyuti, for whom he appears to have felt no
great respect,4 and 'Abd al-Basit b. Khalil the Hanefite,,
whose history (preserved in MS.) he cites.5 He himself
belonged to the same legal school, and had the honourable
title Zain al-din or Shihab al-din.

The Chronicle terminates at the end of 928, and its com-
position seems to have occupied a number of years. Thus a
passage in II, 109, where it is stated that Alimad b. Abi
Said is still on the Timurid throne, must have been written
not later than 899, when the reign of that prince terminated,6
and one of the existing MSS. bears a colophon, wherein the
author asserts that the volume was finished on 15 Muharram
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2                                   n, 221.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  a Uj 144,

*                                    ii, 119, 271, 307, 339, 392.

6 ii, 104, 105 ; Wustenfeld, I.e., No. 508.

*                                Vollers seems to have overlooked this,